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Wyckoff Reformed Church
Wyckoff, Bergen County, New Jersey

Owner: Conslistory of Wyckoff Reformed Church
Date of Erection: 1808
Architect:

Builder: The Bsldwins - carpsntry
The Van Blgrcoma = masonry

Present Condition: Good
Number of Stories: Two and steepls
Materials of Construction: Foundation - stone

Exterior wells - dressed
sandstone

Interior walls -~ plaster
on wood lath, wainscoting

Roof - pitch, wood shingles
Historical Data:

In the early ninetesnth century the nearest
church to the district known as Wikehoff (Indian name
meaning "High ground") was the 014 Ponds Church at
Oakland. The residents of the Wyckoff district
decided to bulld their own church. The parish extended
from Wyckoff to Preskness; 1t was decided to build,
however, in Wyckoff. The present site, consisting of
one-half acre, was bought of Aaron Ackerman and Albert
Van Voorhees for $7.50. The date of the deed is



September 7, 1805. Tha actual bullding of ths
church commencad in tha spring of tha following
year. Danisl Baldwin of Sgddle River did ths
carpantry work assisted by Thomas Myers, a
contractor, who with his men, donsted his services.
Danigl and Williem Van Blarcom of Godwinville did
ths masonry work. The steeple was built by Joseph
Baldwin of Godwinville. Ths auditorium of ths
church was onca larger than it 1s at presant becauss
& vestibule hss since besn cut off,

The church had sighty=-four pews on tha
ground floor and twenty-four in the gallery. In
December, 1807, thase pews were 8o0ld at public
auction to pay for the cost of the bullding. Ths
pews were valued from $7.50 to $70.00 and no pew
was s0ld without a premium. The totsl sale of
paws brought in $4111.62 plus $235.37 in premiums.
A1l but six in tha guditorium and three in tha
gallery wara sold.

The first praschesr was tha Ravarend
Peter De Witt, who served bhoth the Church of Ponds
and Wyckoff. He preached in English st Wyckoff.
He wgs buried in the church near the elders' paw;
no monument marks the spot.

In 1829 tha steaple of the church wsas
struck by lightening. It wss apparently originslly
higher than 1t 1s now, being shortened when rapaired.

During the pastorate of William Van
Benschoten, the church was rapsired. Ths windowm
gnd pews wara remocdsled. The doors were ramovad
from the pews snd used to form wsinscoting along
tha walls. At this timsa an slcove was built for
the pulpit.
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Bivliographys

Heneveld, G. G. History of Wyckoff
Reformed Church Wyckoff, bllishe
by the Wyckoff News, 1931

Haterial collected by Wallace Dunlop,
historian for Bergen County

Supervlising Historian

OUR WILLLIAMS, A.l.A.
District Officer
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